(sometimes called the parent institution) is usually the
location of the core, primary, or most comprehensive
program. (Unless the institution-wide or central administra-
tive office for such institutions is reported to be at a dif-
ferent location, the main campus is understood to be the
location of the central administrative office.)

Branch Campus. A campus of an institution of higher
education which is located in a community different from
that of its parent institution, that is, beyond a reasonable
commuting distance from the main campus of the parent
institution. To be considered a branch campus, rather than
an extension center, the educational activities at the loca-
tion must be organized on a relatively permanent basis
(Le., have a relatively permanent administration) and in-
clude course offerings for one or more complete college-
level programs of at least one full year.

Explanation of Data
FICE Code Number

The Federal Interagency Committee on Education (FICE)
code number is listed for each institution. This is an un-
structured number used for statistical purposes that is
unique to each institution. Except as indicated below, it
will remain as the institutional identification number for
the life of the institution. Should the institution cease to
exist, the number will be inactivated.

The primary function of the FICE code number is the
precise identification of a particular institution of higher
education. In addition, for purposes of computer records
and processing, a FICE code number is assigned to the
aggregate or totality of a multicampus institution or an
institutional system. The FICE code number is known
(somewhat imprecisely) as the "all-campus" number for a
multicampus institution or the "all-institution" number for
an institutional system. This number permits the National
Center for Education Statistics, for analysis purposes, to
code aggregate data for multicampus institutions or systems
of institutions, A list of these aggregates and their FICE
code numbers are given in Appendix F,

There are apparent, but not real, exceptions to the immuta-
bility of the FICE codes. These apparent exceptions occur
when institutions acquire or establish new branches, when
established branches are closed or lose branch status, or
when institutions are assembled into new systems. Some
examples of these exceptions follow;

1. An institution has a remotely located compo-
nent that for many years was not considered a
branch. The institution now accords a separate

identity, as a branch, to this component. New
FICE codes are given to the main campus and
to the branch; the old FICE code assumes a
new identity as the "all campus" code for the
total entity. In this way, the historical consis-
tency of the statistical data filed under the old
FICE code number is maximized.

2.       A single institution acquires a newly developed
and established branch. The old name of the
institution now applies both to the old insti-
tution and to its new branch. The old FICE
code number is now used to designate the main
campus  (which  is  actually   the  quantitative
successor to the old institution); but new FICE
code  numbers  are  assigned   to  each  of the
following: the new branch, the central office,
and the institutional "all-campus" aggregate.

3.      An institution closes an established branch.
The main campus, which will now be a single
institution,  retains   its   FICE   code  number.
However, if an established branch loses branch
status but is still a component, the now single-
campus institution assumes the "all-campus"
FICE code.

4.      A previously independent institution becomes
part of a newly organized system that contains
a  number  of institutions,   and   the  system
assumes the name of the previously indepen-
dent institution. If an analysis of the change
demonstrates   that  historical   consistency   of
statistics   will  not   be  served  by  preserving
old FICE code numbers, some units and aggre-
gates of this new system will receive totally new
FICE codes, and the old code of the institution
will not be used to identify the new system.
This will appear to be a change in FICE code;
actually it is not since the name now describes a
new and different entity. On the other hand, if
historical consistency and understanding of the
data would be served by preservation of the old
FICE code, it may bo preserved by having it
now designate that part of the system that
previously had the old name.

Entity Number

The entity number is a 12-character code assigned by the
Department of Education Central Registry System to
Identify individuals and organizational entities conducting
business with the Department and for storage and retrieval
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